Kinh Phap Cu
Dhammapada Sutta - The Path of
Truth
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Muc Luc
1. Gi6i thiéu
Anh chup Kinh Phap Cu viét
trén la boi da
Giéi thiéu Kinh Phap Cu. Binh
Anson
Phap Cu: Ban kinh swu tap co
xwua nhat. Thich Quang Bao
2. Kinh Phap Cu (song ngir Anh-
Viét)
Ban dich Anh ngit cua Ty kheo
Khantipalo, va ban dich Viét ngtr
cua Hoa thugng Thich Minh Chau.
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pham. Tai liéu giang day tai cac
treong Co ban va Cao cap Phat hoc
¢ Sai Gon.

4. Kinh Loi Vang

Thi hoa Dhammapada, Ty kheo Gidi
Dtrc (Minh Duc - Triéu Tam Anh).

S. Trich tung Phap Cu Nam Tong

GOm 236 cau ké bon chir do Hoa
thuong Thich Tri Quang trich dich
de tri tung.

6.Tich truyén Phap Ca (Buddhist
Legends, E. W. Burlingame). Thién
vién Vién Chiéu dich.

Gom 299 cau chuyén c6 lién quan
dén cac cau ké trong kinh Phap Cu,
trich tir tap Chu Gia1 Phap Cu cua
ngai Phat Am (Buddhaghosa).
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7. Trich giang Kinh Phap Cu

01. Bai giang vé Kinh Phap Cu. Hoa
thuwong Thich Minh Chau.

02. Nép song dao hanh va tri tué
trong Kinh Phap CuU. Hoa thuong
Thich Minh Chau.

03. Trich giang Kinh Phap Cu. Hoa
thuwong Thich Thanh Ttr.

04. An lac - Khat vong cua moi1 hanh
trinh. Tinh Minh.

05. Ptrc Bon Su - Hinh 4nh ctia long
kién dinh. Tinh Minh.

06. Tinh can giita phong dat. Tinh
Minh.

07. Biét du thi an lanh. Tinh Minh.
08. Hay dé tm binh yén. 7y kheo
Na Tién.

09 Poan diét d¢é giai thoat. Binh
Anson.
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10. Dao duc Phat giao qua kinh

Phap CU. Thich nit Gioi Toan.

11. Nghién ctru so sanh van ban kinh
Phap Cu chitr Han va chit Pali. Thich
nit Neuyét Chiéu.

12. Gia tri tham my trong kinh Phap
CU. Thich Hué Quang.

13. Ké ngon kinh Phap Ci s6 295.
1y kheo Chdanh Minh.

1. Gioi thiéu
2.
Ban Kinh Phap Cu Viét Trén La Boi
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Theo 0Ong Harischandra Kaviratna
(Dhammapada - Wisdom of the Buddha,
Theosophical University Press, Pasadena,
USA, 1980), day la tam anh chup ban
Kinh Phap Cu hién dugc luu trir ta1 Vién
Bao Tang Quoc Gia & Colombo, Sri
Lanka. Ban kinh bang vin tu Pali viét trén
14 boi, mdi trang co6 kich thudc 45 cm x
6.5 cm, va duoc xem nhu 1a ban cb xua
nhat cia quyén kinh nay. Bia kinh lam
bang g0, vbi bia trudc co khac hinh cac
thap x4 loi va cdy bo dé noi Puc Phat
thanh dao. Bia sau c6 khac hinh Ptc Phat
nhap Dai Niét Ban.

Gioi thiéu Kinh Phap Cu -
Dhammapada
Binh Anson

Kinh Phap Cu (Dhammapada) la mot
trong 15 quyén kinh thudoc Ti€u B Kinh
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(Khuddaka Nikaya) trong Kinh tang Pali
(Suttanta Pitaka). Pay 1a mot quyén kinh
Phat giao phé thong nhat va di duogc dich
ra rat nhiéu tht tiéng trén thé gidi. Phap
(Dhamma) ¢6 nghia la dao ly, chan ly, 101
day cua Duc Phat; Cu (Pada) 1a 161 noi,
cau ké. Ngoai ra, trong ngtr van Pali,
"Pada" con c6 nghia la con duong. Do do,
Dhammapada thuong duoc dich la Con
duong Chan 1y (Path of Truth), Con
duong Phat Phap (Path of the Buddha's
Teaching).

Dhammapada 1a tap hop 423 bai ké do
dirc Phat nodi ra trong nhiéu dip khac nhau,
trong suot 45 nim hoang dwong Chanh
Phap ciia Ngai. Cac bai ké nay duoc sip
xep trong 26 pham, do céac vi dai dé tir thu
xep va tung doc trong Pai ho1 Két tap
Kinh dién 1an dau tién sau khi Ptc Phat
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nhap diét. Moi bat k¢ chtra dung mot no1
dung tu hoc rat sau sic va phong phu,
khong thé nao chi doc mot lan ma hiéu hét
duoc. Can phai doc d1 doc lai nhiéu lan,
tra ctru cac ban chu giai, va suy nghiem tu
cac tu chung tu than thi mo1 mong thong
ngd va thau dat v nghia cia cac lo1 day
cao quy do. Mdi bai ké 13 mdt nguon cam
hirng cao dep, mot 16i di mai la, mét stc
manh ky diéu giap chung ta c6 mot niém
tin vitng chac hon trén con duong tu hoc
dé tién dén giac ngd, giai thoat.

‘Trong phién ban di¢n tur nay, chung to1
cO gang trinh bay trong dang d6i chiéu
song ngr Anh Viét. Ban dich Anh ngtr
duoc dua theo ban dich cua Ty kheo
Khantipalo -- nay la ong Lawrence Mills -
- nam 1977 [1] va da dugc ba Susanna
nhuan sic nam 1993 [2]. Ban nay duoc
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Ty kheo Pannyavaro dua vao mang ludi
truyén thong dién t&r Internet vao niam
1998, tai trang nha BuddhaNet, Sydney,
Australia  (http://www.buddhanet.net/).
Chung to1 cing co dung cac ban dich khac
[3, 4] dé tra ctru thém.

Ban dich Viét ngtr dung trong phi€n ban
néy dua theo ban dich mé&i nhat cua Hoa
thwong Thich Minh Chau [6], c¢6 nhiéu
stta d6i so v&i ban dich nim 1969 [5].
Ngoai ra, chung to1 ¢ tham khao vo1 cac
ban dich khac [7, 8, 9, 10], nhat 1a ban
dich tr chr Han cua Hoa thuong Thich
Thién Siéu [12] v6i nhiéu cha thich chi
tict.

Chting t6i cling cd gang suu tam cac bai
trich giang dua theo Kinh Phap Cu dé
giup quy dao hiru co thém cac tu ligu de
tra ctru quyén kinh quy bau nay.


http://www.buddhanet.net/
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Binh Anson,
thang 6 - 1998,
Perth, Western Australia

Tham khao
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Vang - Dhammapada. Chua T
Quang an tong (1977), San
Francisco.

6. Thich Minh Chau, 1996. Kinh
Phap CU - Dhammapada. Vién
Nghién ctru Phat hoc Viét Nam, Sai
Gon.

7. Thich Thién Chau, 1978. Phap Cu
- Dhammapada. Chua Truc Lam,
Paris.

8. Pham Thién Thu, 1973. Sudi
Nguon Vi Diéu - Thi hoa tu tudng
Dhammapada. Chuia Khanh Anh an
tong (1993), Paris.

9. Pinh S1 Trang, 1997. Lo1 Phat
Day - Dhammapada. Chua Chanh
Giac an tong, Perth, Western
Australia.

10. Ty kheo G161 Btrc, 1995. Kinh
Lo1 Vang - Thi hoa Dhammapada
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Sutta. NXB Thuian Hoa, Pa Nang.
11. Pham Kim Khanh, 1971. Kinh
Phap Cu - The Dhammapada. Sai
Gon (dich tir ban Anh ngir va chu
gial cua Hoa thugng Narada).

12. Thich Thién Siéu, 1993. Kinh
Phap Cu. Vién Nghién ctru Phat hoc
Viét Nam, Sa1 Gon.

Phap Ci: Ban kinh swu tip ¢4 xwa nhat
Thich Quang Bao
(Dich theo Lakehouse) ...

Colombo - MJdi tu si Phat gido nén co
mot ban kinh phap cu ¢ no1 nghién ctru
cua minh bo1 vi day la kim chi nam lam
cho ngudn tAm toa sang dua dén cudc
song gidi hanh. Ngudi tu si Phat gido phai
doc va tim hiéu ban kinh nay dé thanh tyu
nhitng két qua tot nhat.
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Bo Phap ct bao gom mot ban trich yéu
gém 423 bai ké duoc trich dan tir Tiéu B
Kinh, nam trong tam tang Thanh
dién.Tam tang kinh, chu yéu bao gom
nhitng bai phap duoc Puc Phat thuyét
giang trong sudt 45 nim thyc hién su
menh d0 sanh cua Ngai. Ngoail ra, con co
mot s6 bai phap dugc mot s6 vi dé tir xuat
chiing duong thoi thuyét giang nhu Ngai
X4 Loi Phat, Muc Kién Lién va A nan.

Tam Tang duogc phan chia thanh nam
phan chinh: d6 1a Truong BoO Kinh
(Digha-Nikaya), Trung B¢  Kinh
(Majjhima Nikaya), Tuong Ung B kinh
(Samyutta Nikaya), Tang Chi B0 Kinh
(Anguttara Nikaya) va Tiéu B6 Kinh
(Khuddata Nikaya).

Tieu BO Kinh bao gom: 1.
Khuddakapatha; 2. Dhammapada; 3.
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Udana; 4. ltivuttaka; 5. Suttanipata; 6.
Vimanavatthu; /. Petavathu; 8.
Theragatha; 9. Therigatha; 10. Jataka; 11.
Niddesa; 12. Patisambhida; 13. Apadana;
14. Buddhavamsa; 15. Cariyapitaka.

Tam Tang Kinh dién Phat gido bao gom
nhirng 101 day cua dac Phat, dugc phan
chia thanh ba phan chinh: Kinh (Sutta
Pitaka); Luat (Vinaya Pitaka) va Luan
(Abhidhamma). D6i véi nhitng tu tudng
gla sau sc, uyén tham, Luan Tang la
phan quan trong nhat trong Tam Tang bai
vi n6 chira dung triét 1y uyén thAm nhat
cua gido ly duc Phat, va nguoc lai tu
nhirng BO Luan nay, gido ly cua duc Phat
duoc két tap trong Kinh Tang dugc lam to
sang théem.

Kinh Phap ci (Dhammapada), gom 26
pham, c6 nhitng bai ké duoc két hop voi
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nhitng vi du cu thé qua sinh dong, stc
tich, va cam hung dén ndi cudn kinh cé
thé duoc xem nhu 1a bo tuyén tip thanh
dién co xua nhat trén thé gidi. P6 1a mot
thanh dién chtra dung birc thong diép vuot
thot gian va da thu hut tam thuc nhan loai
hon 2500 nam qua. B tuyen tap nay da
chiéu sang ngudn tdm cua nhéu hoc gla va
g101 tri thirc Tay phuong va ho cho rang
bd tuyén tdp nay la mét trong nhitng bd
thanh dién thiéng liéng nhat cia Pong
phuong.

Vao nim 1855, bo tuyén tap Phap cu
dugc mot hoc gia thong thai nguoi Pirc
Fauboll chuyén dich sang ngén ngit
Latinh. Nam 1870, gido su Max Muller
chuyén dich b nay sang Anh ngtr va lap
tirc sau d6 dugc dong dao quan chung tai
phuong Tay tng ho va ho yéu cau xuat
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ban bo tuyén tip nay nhiéu lan. Nim
1914, Hoi Pali Text tai xuat ban B6 Kinh
Phap cu nay va ong F.L.Woodward dich
sang Anh nglt vao nam 1921. G161 hoc gia
va nhirng nguo1 co trinh d§ hoc thuc Tay
phuong, khong phan biét niém tin ton
gid0, di nghién ciru b Phap ct nham
giup ho phat trién vé tam linh dé ma tu
ban than ho c6 thé thanh tinh hoa tim
thirc ctia minh khong con bi nhiém 6 bdi
dam may vo minh che khuat. Ngay nay,
nhiéu ngudi Au Chau bat dau theo dao
Phat va tim hiéu kinh dién Phat gido. Ho
nhan ra réng Kinh dién Phat 2130 1a mot
chan 1y khong mang tinh chat gido diéu.

-
4

Bo Phap cu khong phar do chinh duc
Phat thuyét giang nhu hinh thirc ciia bo
kinh hién nay. Ba thang sau khi dirc Phat
nhap Bat Niét Ban (Maha-Parinibbana),
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vao nam 543 trudc Tay Lich, chu vi dé tu
cua Ngai, nhing vi tham gia két tap
Thanh dién & hoi nghi két tap lan tha nhat
nham trung tuyén Phap, da suu tip mot sb
trong nhitng bai kinh dugc thuyét giang
chinh tr kim khau duc Phat trong nhing
lan thuyét giang khac nhau va siap xép
chung lai theo nhu hinh thirc hién nay voi
muc dich lam cho thich hop vé61 tam 1y va
tinh cach cua gi61 doc gia va nguo1 nghe.

Mot ban S& giai rat gia tri vé ban Kinh
Phap ci da duoc glao su E.W.
Burlingame (Tich truyén Phap Cu -
Buddhist Legends), chuyén dich sang Anh
nglt, vo01 quan niém la khién cho con
nguoi cua thoi dai cha ¥ dén hé thong triét
ly, luan ly, dao duc cua Phat gido chtra
dung trong ban kinh nay.
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Kinh Phéap ct 1a mot thanh dién mang
birc thong diep vuot thor gian, vo1l hy
vong va niém han hoan hanh phuc cho
nhitng nguodi chan nan, budn ba, mot birc
thong diép day tri tué cho ngudi vo minh,
mot birc thong di€p canh bao cho nhiing
nguol khong canh giac, y thirc, mot buc
thong diép hudng dan cho nhiing con
ngudi mang day toi 161 ¥ thirc vé nhitng
hanh dong da pham phai, va mot buc
thong di¢p vo1 su tran trong va khich 1€
d6i voi nhitng ai da va dang budc di trén
con duong chan chinh dua dén Niét Ban.
Trong khi vach ra nhitng sy hiém nguy
ctia mot doi sdng gidi ddi vo dao, ¥ kinh
lam thiang hoa cudc song va v& ra mot birc
tranh trong sang va sinh dong vo1 nét dep
huy hoang cho nhitng con nguo1 co su tu
tap tam. Giao Su Sarvapalli
Radhakrishnan, gido su bd mon Ton giao
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va DPao dic hoc Dong phuong thudc
truong dat hoc Oxford, Luan Don, Anh
Quoc, phat biéu: "Gidi hanh con nguot,
hanh vi chan chanh, su quan chiéu vé tu
ngd va thién dinh thi quan trong hon la
mot chudi diy chuyén nhitng suy ctru vé
thuyét tién nghiem. Dhammapada mang
mot su hap dan do6i voi thé gidi tan tién
hién tho1 dang sup d6 dudi sy anh hudéng
cuia toi 101 xau xa vé mat dao duirc".

D¢ Phat day:

Tham i sanh sdu wu,
Tham ai sanh so hadi;

Ai giai thoat tham di
Khéng sau, khéng so hdi.
(Phap cu, cau 216)

Tién si Casius A. Pereira, sau ndy xuat
gia va tho dai gid1 vo1 phap danh la
Kasapa, phat biéu: "Néu to1 phai chon luwa
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bat ky cudn kinh ndo trong toan bo dai
tang kinh thi td1 s€ chon ban kinh Phap ct
ma khong c6 mot su chan chir nao hét.
Bai vi d6 13 ban kinh t6t nhat duy nhat
trong toan bd hé vin hoc trén thé gidi nay
mang lai niém khudy khoai cho nhiing
con ngudi dang bi kho dau hay bat hanh.
Nguoi ta khong bao gio mat thoi gian mot
cach vo ich dé nghién ctru gia tri vo cung
cao quy cua nhitng bai thi k¢ nay, hoac la
dé tim kiém nhiing 16i khuyén cho cudc
song hoic 1a dé giam bdt kho dau, ma 1a
dé tim duoc ngu@n an lac, han hoan va tri
tué thé nhap".

--- 000 ---
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