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1. Loi Néi Dau

(trong ban in lan thir nhat nam 1973)
Tap Kinh Trung B0 (Majjhima Nikaya)
gom 152 kinh tat ca, chia thanh 3 tap: tap
I, gom 50 Kinh dau, tap II gom 50 Kinh
tiép va tap I1I, gom 52 Kinh chot.

Sau khi dich xong Kinh Truong B0
(Digha Nikaya), Vu Lan 2516 (23-8-
1972), t6i dich tiép Kinh Trung Bo. Toi
dua theo nguyén ban Pali cua HO1 Pali
Text Society dé phién dich va dung ba
ban dich 1am tai li¢u. Tai liéu thtr nhat 1a
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nhitng ghi chu bang tiéng Anh va chit
Han, t01 da tu minh ghi vao ban Pali,
tung chit, tng hang, ting trang mot, khi
to1 theo hoc ban Pali nay, tr nam 1952
dén nam 1955 tai Hoéi Dharmaduta
Vidhyalaya ¢ Colombo, Tich Lan, do
Ngai Pannananda dién giang. Ban tai liéu
thr hai 1a ban dich "The Middle Length
Sayings" cua Co6 L. B. Horner, ho1 Pali
Text Society, mot cong trinh dich thuat
rat chu toan; va ban thi ba 1a ban dich ra
tiéng Nhat ciia bd Nam truyén Pai Tang
Kinh. Thinh thoang t61 tham khao cac
ban kinh Han Tang twong duong néu
thay can thiét.

Van dé tim duoc Héan tu twong duong
v6i chir Pali, that 1a mot van dé nan giai.
Nhu biét Pancak Khandha 1a nim uin,
Rupa 1a Sac, Vedana 1a Tho, Sanna la
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Tuong, Sankhara 1a Hanh va Vinnana la
Thire, tho1 dich vwa gon, vura nhanh.
Nhung néu gip nhiing danh tir chua co
chit Han tuong duong 1a cd mot van dé
that kho khan va nan giau.

Cac bai Kinh chtt Han tuong duong
trong b0 Trung A Ham khong giap do
duoc nhicu. Ngai Sanghadeva (Tang Gia
Pé Ba) dich Trung A Ham vao niam 398
sau ky nguyén, nén nhiéu danh tr Ngai
dung khong dugc cac dich gia vé sau nhu
Ngai Huyén Trang chap nhin. Nhu
Vedana, Ngai Sanghadeva dich la Giac,
vé sau dich 1a Tho; Savitakka, Savicara,
Ngai dich 1a Hiru giac, Hitu quan, vé sau
dich 1a Hitu tam, Hiru t&; Phassa Ngal
dich 13 Canh Lac, vé sau dich 1a Xuec.
Cho nén, ban Han tang nhiéu khi toi
nghia va dé phat sinh hiéu lam, néu
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chung ta khong c6 ban Pali twrong duong.

Chung to1 dich Kinh Pali, khong vi muc
dich muon ung ho hay khong muon ting
ho mot hoc phai nao, mot 1ap trudong nao.
Muc dich cia chung t6i chi muon gidi
thiéu nhitng Kinh dién c6 thé dugc xem
la nguyén thiy hay gan nguyén thuy
nhat, dé nguoi doc c6 thé tim hiéu 1oi
day chan chinh cua dic Phat, khoi qua
6ng kinh cua mdt hoc phai nao, dau 1a
An D¢, Trung Hoa hay Viét Nam. Ching
to1 cling khong co trach nhiém néu Ién
cho doc gia r0, doan nao 1a nguyén thuy,
doan nao khong phai nguyén thuy. Chi
cO nguo1l doc, sau khi tuy minh doc, tu
minh tim hiéu, tu minh suy tu, tu minh
quan sat, tr minh chirng nghi€ém trén ban
than, moi c6 thé ty minh tim hiéu va thay
doan nao la that su nguyén thuy. Trach
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nhiém tim hiéu, chimg nghiém c4 nhan 1a
trach nhi€ém cua nguo1 doc, khong phai
cua nguoi1 dich, vi Pao Phat 1a Dao dén
dé ma thdy chd khong phai Pao dén dé
nho nguol thay hd, Pao ciia ngwoi cé
mat (Cakkhumato), khong phai Dao cua
ngudi nham mat, Pao ciia ngwoi thdy,
ciia ngwoi biét (Passato Janato), khéng
phai 12 Pao cta ngudi khong thay, khong
biét (Apassato Ajanato). Nén chi co
nguo1l doc mod1 co thé tu minh théy, tu
minh hiéu va tu minh ching nghiém.

That su chung ta chi c6 mot trach nhiém,
tim doc va tim hiéu nhitng 16i Phat day
that sy 1a nhimg 101 day cua duc Phat, va
vi trach nhiém ay chung toi d3 c6 gang
phién dich Kinh Tang Pali ra Vi€t ngt.
Ching ta chi can doc, can suy tu chinh
chan va roi chinh ching ta tu ¥ thitc dau
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[a nhitng 16i day trung thuc cta dirc Bon
su chung ta.

Ty kheo Thich Minh Chdu
Dai hoc Van Hanh, Sai Gon, 1973

2. Loi Gioi Thiéu
(trong ban in nam 1986)
Chung t6i cho in lan thir hai Kinh Trung
Bo Tap I, 11, va III, vo1 nhitng muc dich
chinh nhu sau :

Ching t61 in Kinh Trung B0 tu nam
1973 dén nam 1975, duoc phién dich
trong khoang 1970 dén 1975 nén ban
dich c6 nhiéu thiéu sot. Trudc hét mot sb
danh tor nhu Adassan trudc dich 1la
"khong hiéu rd", nay dich lai 1a "kh6ng
duoc thay"; Sanjanati trude dich 1a "chap
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nhan", nay dich la "tuong tr1"; Parjjanati
trude dich 1a "hiéu 16", nay dich 1a "liéu
tr1"; Abhijanati, trudc dich la "biét 13",
nay dich lai 1a "thang tri"; Pajanati, trudc
dich 13 "hiéu 13", nay dich la1 Ia "tu¢ tr1".

Mot danh tir nira cling hay dung sai, co
thé gay hiéu lam nhu chir Kamaguna,
Han dich 1a "Duc cong dic", ma cong
dtrc thuong c6 nghia tot lanh, trong khi
nghia chtr "guna" la lam "tang truong
long duc". Nén ching t61 dich 1a "Duc
ting trudng". Danh tr dich sai kha nhiéu,
nén ban in lﬁn nay dich lai cho dung hon.
Mot su ¢o gang ntra cua chung to1 la Vigt
héa mot s6 danh tir d¢ gan voi ban sac
dan toc hon. Nhu trudc dich Trung B
Kinh, nay sura lai Kinh Trung B§. Trudc
dich kinh "Nhut thiét 1au hodc", nay stra
lai kinh "Tat ca lau hoac". Trudc dich
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kinh "B6 du" nay d6i lai kinh "Vi du tam
vai". Trude dich 1a "Nguu giac 1am tiéu
kinh" nay dich lai "Tiéu kinh Rung stng
bo".

Con d6i véi danh tir Pali vé tén nguoi,
tén dia danh, chung t61 chua tim ra dugc
mot cong thirc thich hop, nén nay ching
toi tha léong van dé nay. Vi du, chit
Savatthi, chir Han la Xa-ve, dich am phai
la Xa-vat-thi, chung t6i chua theo 16i
dich am dugc, vi cach doc chr Pali co
nhiéu diém giong nhu tleng Viét, nén
nhiéu khi chiing toi giir tiéng Pali. Chi
Sariputta, theo Han dich 1a Xa-lgi-phat,
theo dich am phai la Xa-ri-put-ta, nhung
chung t6i van gilt Sariputta. Con theo
Han dich thot1 qua xa vo1 nguyén ban Pali
hay Sanskrit, chi a1 quen vo1 chtr Han
thoi doc va hiéu duoc. Pay chua ndi dén
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mot so danh tir thuat ngit chuyén mon,
nhat 1a dung dé dién ta tién trinh dua dén
chimg qua Niét ban, hoic khong tim
duoc, hoac chua tim duoc danh tu thuat
ngr chuyén mon bén Han tang, thanh thur
mot sO thuét nglr chi dugc sur dung tam
tho1, cho doi su gan loc cua thoi gian hay
su bd khuyét cua chu hoc gia muoi
phuong, mdi co kha ning giai quyét van
dé nan giai nay.

Gan chung ta hon, Kinh Trung Bo nay da
nam trong chuong trinh hoc cua Truong
Cao Cap Phat Hoc Vi€t Nam, va Tang Ni
Sinh can c6 Kinh sach dé hoc hoi nghién
ctru, cho nén cho 1n la1 Kinh Trung B0 1a
dap ung nhu cau cap bach nay. Ngoai ra
Kinh Trung Bo dang duoc nhiéu nha hoc
gia, nhiéu Phat tor nghién ciru va tim
hiéu, vi chiing ta c6 thé néi Kinh Trung
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Bo khong nhimng 13 c6t 15i trong Kinh
Tang Pali ma con dién dat rat stc tich va
day du nhitng dinh nghia cidn ban cac
danh tr dao Phat va con dién dat rat
phong phu va da dang nhitng phap mon
tu tap dua dén Niét ban. Chua hoc Kinh
Trung B la chua nam duoc tinh hoa cua
Pao Phat nguyén thuy. Chua nghién ctru
Kinh Trung B rat c¢6 thé roi vao nhiing
Iéch lac dinh nghia cac danh tur chuyén
mon trong dao Phat ma Pac Phat da day
cong dinh nghia, moi khi Ngai thuyét
giang giao ly cua Ngai.

Chting t6i chi co thé ndi mot cach van tat
la Kinh Trung B0 dit ning vé phan
Chanh Tri Kién va cic phuong phap tu
hanh, nhat 1a nhitng tién trinh tu chimg di
t G161, Pinh, Tué, Gia1 thoat, Giai thoat
tri kién. Con Kinh Truong Bo dit ning
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phﬁn lich sir, co tinh cach dbi ngoai d6i
vo1 Ba La Mon, du si ngoai dao, Ky na
giao... Tang Chi B¢ dat nang phan phan
tich gido 1y theo phap so tir s6 1 dén so
11. Twong Ung Bo dit ning phan phan
tich gido 1y theo dé tai. Con doc Kinh
Trung Bo chung ta di1 sau vao phan o140
Iy va phan hanh tri, dat nang ve nhing
phan Ung tam 1y té nhi cia nguoi tu hanh
khi dat dén nhiing qua vi toi cao.

Cong trinh phién dich cua td1, mot mat
dap tmg sé nguyén xuat duong tu hoc
cua t01, mOt mat xay dung nhirng tai li¢u
nghién ciru dao Phat cho cac Hoc gia va
Phat to¢r Viét Nam. L€ di nhi€n trong
trach nhiém hién tai cua td1, su phién
dich doi héi nhiéu c6 gang, nhiéu dung
cong kién tri va lién tuc, nhung ching to1
da dugc tuong thuong xung dang, khi
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duoc tan huong nhtung Phap Lac do
Chanh Phap dem la1 trong khi phién
dich. Phap Lac nay an chira trong ting
chit ting cau, tiém tang trong timg ciu
van giong no1, va chinh Phap Lac da
nudi dudng va khich 1& ching toi rat
nhiéu trong cong tac phién dich nay.

Cang dich, chung toi cang thay 10 ac y
cua cac nha Ba La Mon da dung danh tu
"Tiéu Thira" dé gan vao nhimg 10i day
thuc su nguyén thuy cua dic Phat va
khién cho cac Phat tir khong dam doc,
khong dam hoc, khong dam tu nhing
phap mon ay Cang dich, cang thay rd
dung tam hiém déc cua cac vi Ba La
Mon, da khon kheo xuyén tac dao Phat,
khién cho nhitng gido 1y cin ban, nhiing
tinh hoa cao dep nhat cua tu tudng nhan
loai, da b1 nhtrng tu tuong ta gido xen
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1an, bi rudng bo, bi che dau, khong duoc
biét dén, khong duoc hoc hoi tu hanh.
Nhung chan 1y bao gio cling la chan ly,
mat tro1 bao gio cing 1a mat tro1. Nhung
101 ba hoa cua Ma Vuwuong, cac cudc do
tal cua nhirng ngon den 1¢ t€¢ mu mao, 101
[ bap be cua nhing ke mo1 tap ténh di
vao con duong trlet ly, tat ca cling chi la
cuong vong den t6i, dugc anh sang ruc
rd cua chan ly quét sach.

C6 nguot than kinh Pali qua dai va co
nhiéu doan trung di€ép. Khi dich Kinh,
bao gi¢ to1 cling phai kinh trong nguyén
ban, va vi vy chung t6i khong c6 thé tu
¥ luoc bd nhitng doan trung diép, dau
rang nguyén ban Pali chung t6i phién
dich ciing di lugc bo kha nhiéu. Picu
chiing ta nén nhd 1a phan 16n Kinh dién
duoc kiét tap trong cac Da1 hoi Kiét tap
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va déu do chu Tang tung doc lai nhiing
doan cac vi ay di ghi nhd, va 1& di nhién
khi tung doc khong bao gi6 co6 chuyén
lugc bo. Lar ntra duc Phat trong khi di
truyén gido, moi Kinh déu duoc giang
tron ven trong moi hoan canh dic biét va
chu Tang ghi nhé lai khong bao gio dam
lwgc bo cac doan da dugc nghe. Do do,
c¢6 nhiéu doan tring diép, kho long luoc
bod cho dugc. Dau thé nao, cac doan
trung diép van cé su tidc dung cho ngudi
doc, vi khong gi tot dep hon 1a duoc
nhac di nhac lai nhiéu lan nhiing gido Iy
guan trong va nhirng phap tu can ban.

Chung t01 nay chi chu trong phién dich,
va mong dich cho dugc chu toan va dﬁy
du, dé 1am tai liéu nghién ctu va tu hoc
cho cac Phat tor va Hoc gia, chua c6 mot
nhin xét, phé binh, so sanh doi chiéu gi.
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Moi bd Kinh dugc dich xong 1a nhing
nguon tai liéu van hoa hét sitc phong phu
va quy gia cho cac Hoc gia va cac Phat
tr, va hién tai su cd géng duy nhat cta
chting t6i 1a cung cap nhiing tai liéu vin
hoa ay.

Cho nén, vd1 5 bo Kinh Truong Bo, Kinh
Trung B, Kinh Tang Chi, Kinh Tuong
Ung, Kinh Tiéu B0, chung toi nghi 1a
2101 thicu dugc nhirng ta1 licu kha chinh
xac va day du dé cac nha Hoc gia, Ting
N1 Phat tir, Sinh vién di sau dugc vao
nhitng Gidao 1y va Giao phap can ban,
that su la nguyén thuy cua Pao Phat.

Sal Gon, ngay 8 thang 11 nam 1986

Ty kheo Thich Minh Chau

Thién vién Van Hanh
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(Binh Anson tong hop, 11-1999)

Chan thanh cam on chi Hai Hanh da co

thién tam givp danh may lai bai viét nay
(Binh Anson, 11-1999)




